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Carib, American Indian people who inhabited the Lesser Antilles and parts of the neighbouring South American coast at the 
time of the Spanish conquest. Their name was given to the Caribbean Sea, and its Arawakan equivalent is the origin of the 
English word cannibal. Today the term Cariban is used to designate a linguistic group that includes not only the language of 


the Antillean Carib but also many related Indian languages spoken in South America. 


The Island Carib, who were warlike (and allegedly cannibalistic), were immigrants from the mainland who, after driving the 
Arawak (g.v.) from the Lesser Antilles, were expanding when the Spanish arrived. Peculiarly, the Carib language was spoken 
only by the men; women spoke Arawak. Raids upon other peoples provided women who were kept as slave-wives; the male 


captives were tortured and killed. 


The Island Carib were a maritime people, expert navigators who made distant raids in large dugout canoes. Warfare was their 
major interest. Internal conflicts were common; there was no important chief, military organization, or hierarchical structure. 


The men strove to be individualistic warriors and boasted of their heroic exploits. 


Carib groups of the South American mainland lived in the Guianas, and south to the Amazon River. Some were warlike and 


typical of the peoples of the tropical forest. Other Carib-speaking tribes, apparently much like the Guianan Carib, were found 
to the west on the wooded slopes of the Andes along the Venezuelan-Colombian border. To the southeast the Guicuru, 


Bakairi, and other Carib speakers lived at the headwaters of the Xingu River in central Brazil. 





LEARN MORE in these related Britannica articles: 


Puerto Rico: History 


„warded off attacks by their Carib neighbours from islands to the south and east, including the Virgin Islands and 





Vieques Island... 


E| Dominican Republic: History 
oe 


SS on Hispaniola in 1492, the Carib people, for whom the Caribbean Sea is named, were preying on the Taino (an Arawak 
people), who had previously settled there. The two peoples had village-centred societies based on farming, fishing, and 
hunting and gathering, but they were less advanced than the large pre-Columbian... 


West Indies: The Pre-Columbian period 


„Greater Antilles, and then the Carib, who migrated after 1000 ce from the Orinoco Riv 
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(Macushi); the Tupians of the coast of Brazil, such as the Tupinamba; and inland groups among whom were the 
Munduruku, Kawaib (Parintintin), and their neighbours... 


Saint Vincent and the Grenadines: Colonization 


displaced by another group, the Carib, who originated from South America... 
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Democracy 


Democracy, literally, rule by the 

people. The term is derived from 

the Greek dēmokratiā, which 

was coined... Education 


Education, discipline that is 


READ THIS ARTICLE > concerned with methods of 
. teaching and learning in schools 
Fascism or school-like... 
Fascism, political ideology and 
mass movement that 
READ THIS ARTICLE > 


dominated many parts of 
central, southern, and eastern... 
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